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ByLindseyLaughlin

Oneday, during a gameofhide-
and-seek,my5-year-old called
outwith concern fromthemaster
bedroom: “Mom!There is a skele-
ton in your closet!”
“Those areZiggy’s tusks,

sweetheart!” I calledback, preoc-
cupiedwith folding laundry.
Ziggywas an Indian elephant

who spentmost of his life chained
indoors at theBrookfieldZoo
after anear-fatal attackonhis
keeper in 1941.As thedaughter
of anexotic animal veterinar-
ianwho tookcareofZiggy in the
early 1970s, I hadgrownupwith
two largeportionsofhis tusks
— theyhadbeen in the closets,
bedroomsand living roomsof
everyhomeI’d ever known—and
theywere as familiar asmy reflec-
tion.
Settingdownahalf-folded

shirt, I paused. I hadn’t thought
aboutZiggy’s tusks sincemy
father’s death in2015.
Pulling themout frombehind

myweddingdress, I gentlyplaced
the tusks on thefloor.Theywere
yellowed inplacesbutprimar-
ilywhite; fractured inplaces but
mostlywhole.Myson ranhis
fingersdowna smooth sectionof
ivory andasked, “Mom,where is
Ziggynow?”
At 7 tons andmore than 10 feet

tall, Ziggywasoneof the largest
bull elephants ever in captivity.
Hechangedownership twice
inhis early years— including a
stintwithhis namesake, Florenz
Ziegfeld—before joiningSinger’s
midget circus.
At Singer’s, Ziggybonded

with a clownnamedCharlie
Beckerwho taughthimhow
toplayharmonica and smoke
cigarettes.WhenBecker fell ill
unexpectedly,Ziggybecame
unmanageable.Hewas sold to the
BrookfieldZoo in 1936.
GeorgeLewis, a circusworker

with a reputation forhandling
“difficult” elephants,washired
byBrookfield to tameZiggy.
Frustratedwithhis slowprog-
ress, Lewisflew into a rageone
evening. Inhis autobiography,
“ILovedRogues,”Lewiswrote,
“I sailed intoZiggy in a fury, and
fifteenminutes later, hewas
layingonhis sideon thefloor.”
Lewis’momentofdomination

overthebullelephantresultedin
atentativebondbetweenthem.
SeeingLewiscalmlywalkZiggy
fromhisenclosuretotheexercise

yardbecameafamiliaroccurrence.
Thepeacebetween them

changedabruptly onApril 26,
1941, however,whenZiggy threw
Lewis several feet acrosshis
exercise yard in front ofhorri-
fiedzoovisitors, thenpinnedhim
downwithhis trunk.Repeatedly,
Ziggy slammedhis ivory into the
dirt trying to impalehis keeper.
Miraculously, Lewis escaped
whenZiggywedgedhis tusks into
the ground.
Although this attack is as infa-

mous asZiggy, fewpeopleknow
the likely reason for it: Earlier
that day, Lewishad interrupted
Ziggy’s intimate foraywith
Nancy, a femaleAsianelephant.
Ziggywasunderstandablyupset.
Hours after the attack,Lewis

facedZiggyonce last time—to
secure a chain aroundhis ankle.
Once in chains,Ziggy remained
isolated indoors for 30years.
OnAug. 28, 1971,Chicago

schoolchildren succeeded in

raising$50,000 for anewenclo-
sure to setZiggy free. “I had the
privilege to cuthis chainoffand
cuthim loose,” saidEdSchnei-
der, Brookfield’s leadkeeper at
the time. “I useda cutting torch to
cut right through it.Wekepthis
ankle coolwith ahose.”Ziggywas
allowed to spendhis days in fresh
air and sunlight for thefirst time
in threedecades.
Yet, just a fewyears later, in

March23, 1975,Ziggy tragically
fell into themoat at the front of
his stall in thePachydermHouse.
Schneider’swife,Gail, the curator
ofBrookfield’sChildren’sZoo,
said, “Thatday is inmymind like
yesterday.Weall carried two-way
radios.Weheard this transmis-
sion, ‘Ziggy fell in themoat!’ and
ourhearts stopped.”
Withdeterminationandinge-

nuity, thezoostaffrescuedZiggy.
Buthis freedomwasagainshort-
lived.OnOct.27, 1975,hediedfrom
oldage.“Forthe lastweekZiggy

leanedagainst thewallsofhisstall
forrest,”mydad,Dr.DanielLaugh-
lin, toldTheNewYorkTimes.
“Whenelephantsgetoldanddeath
isnear, theywon’t liedownforfear
theywon’tgetbackup.Ziggyhad
lostmorethan1,000pounds.”
Ziggywas58years old, equiv-

alent to 100humanyears.The
ChicagoZoological Society
donatedhis remains to theField
Museum.
“Ziggy’s skeleton is in a

museum inChicago,” I answered
myson.His greeneyes looked
sincerely intomine, silently
askinghis next question.
I answeredhim: “Yes, sweet-

heart,wewill get these tusksback
toZiggy. I promise.”
In life, humans failedZiggy

repeatedly; indeath, I intended
tohonorhim. I connectedwith
AdamFerguson, theNegaunee
Collectionsmanager ofmammals
at theFieldMuseum.
Ferguson shared that, in 2017,

themuseumexhibitedZiggy
in-house for employees: “They
hadZiggy’s entire skeleton laid
flat, every foot boneand tail-
bone— itwas a central pieceof
this exhibit. Theyhadeverything
except forhis tusks.”
Fergusonarranged for the

tusks tobe transported frommy
home inPortland,Oregon, to the
FieldMuseum.OnDec. 9, a truck
pickedup the carefullypacked
crate containingZiggy’s ivory.
With amixtureof sadness and

joy, I said aheartfelt goodbye to
the elephant inmyroom.
Hehad lived there for over four

decades, and itwas time forhim
togohome.
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BySeung-WhanChoi

President JoeBidenhosted
SouthKoreanPresidentYoon
SukYeol at theWhiteHouseon
Wednesday,marking thefirst
state visit by aSouthKoreanpres-
ident in 12 years.This visitwas
intended toaddressSouthKorean
concernswithAmerican interests
and for the leaders to revisit their
commitment tomutual economic
andmilitary security.
BidenprotectedAmerica’s

interestswithoutmakingmore
substantial commitments to
SouthKorea.This diplomatic
success forBidenmayhavenega-
tive consequences for South
Koreandemocracy sinceYoon
returned tohis countrywith
nearly emptyhands.
Yoon,whose 19%approval

rating, due largely todisrespect
fordemocratic values andprin-
ciples, is ahistorical low for any
Korean leader, is likely to rely on
repressivemeasures to counter
criticismofhis poorhandlingof
foreign affairs.
During the summit, Biden

stoodfirmon initiatives related to
high-techandeconomic secu-
rity.Americanconsumers,who
support the InflationReduc-
tionAct, are incentivized tobuy
electric cars fromTesla,General
Motors, FordMotor andVolk-
swagen for a full tax credit of
$7,500.These companiesmeet
sourcingguidelines that require
a certainpercentageof compo-
nents andminerals in car batter-
ies bepurchased fromtheU.S.
and its tradingpartners.
Bidendidnot grant anexemp-

tion for SouthKorean-made
Hyundai andKia cars.
Bidenalso implemented

sweeping restrictionson semi-
conductor technology exports to
China.Thepolicyhasnegatively
affectedSouthKorean-based
Samsung.Thecompany’s

chipmanufacturingbusiness,
SamsungFoundry, has consider-
able investments inChina.
ManySouthKoreans see these

policies as anattempt tomake
their country apawn inAmerica’s
tradewarwithChina.TheSouth
Korean semiconductor industry
accounts formore than 19%of
total exports andhasmadeabig
dent in the trade imbalance since
Yoon’s inauguration.
On the security front, Biden

askedSouthKorea toprovide
military aid toUkraine and laid
the foundation for a triadic alli-
ancewithSouthKorea andJapan
to counter the growingmilitary
andeconomicpowerofChina
andNorthKorea.
Yoonhas shippedout a large

quantity of artillery shells that are
reportedlyheaded toUkraine,
reversinghis previous stance that
SouthKoreawouldprovideonly
humanitarian andfinancial assis-
tance.
Given that 53%ofSouthKore-

ans rateRussia favorably and
35%hold anunfavorable view,
Yoon’s unilateral policy change
is notwelcomed.Concerned
citizens and theoppositionparty

seeYoon’s policies as responsible
fordeteriorating relationswith
Russia.
Biden’s proposal to build a

security coalitionwithSouth
Korea andJapanwould, if
successful, greatlyhelpWashing-
ton isolate andweakenBeijing
andPyongyang.Bidenpraised
Yoonon restoring friendly rela-
tionswithJapanesePrimeMinis-
terFumioKishida, butmany
SouthKoreansdonot support a
military alliancewithJapan.
SouthKoreans still havebitter

memories of Japanese colonial-
ism from1910 to 1945.Koreans
were treated as second-class citi-
zens andenemies in their own
country.Koreangirls andwomen
were sexually enslaved for Japa-
nese soldiers, andhorrifichuman
experimentswere conductedon
Koreans.
Despitenoofficial apologies

fromKishida for thehistori-
calwrongdoingsof his coun-
try,Yoon remains committed to
restartingSeoul-Tokyo relations.
For example,Yoonhas raised a
SouthKoreanpublic fund rather
than securing compensation
fromJapanesefirms forKoreans

whowere forced toworkduring
WorldWar II.Thishas improved
relationswithTokyobutdirectly
challenges the2018orderof the
SouthKoreanSupremeCourt.
SouthKoreansdispleasedwith

Yoon’s overly friendly gestures
towardJapanhavedemanded
Yoon’s immediate resignation to
restoreSouthKorea’s national
sovereignty andconstitutional
values.Yoon’s undemocratic
andunconstitutional decision
has reignited sociopolitical and
religious groups thatwere the
mainengineof theSouthKorean
democracymovements before
the installment of thedemocratic
constitution in 1987.
SouthKoreans areunlikely to

rally aroundYoon if he agrees to
a triadmilitarypartnership. It
is particularly tough for South
Koreans to embraceJapanese
rearmamentbackedby their own
government.
WhileNorthKorea relies on

anucleardeterrent for regime
survival, SouthKorea lacks such
nuclear capabilities.Doubtful the
U.S.would riskSanFrancisco for
Seoul in the event of anuclear
warwith theNorth, about 77%of
SouthKoreans express support
for building their nuclearweap-
ons and forces.
Bidenknows thatU.S.mili-

tary supremacymight erode
asNorthKorea strengthens its
nuclear capabilities anddevelops
newweapons systems.Never-
theless, Bidenhasnodesire to
let SouthKoreagonuclear.He
insteadpromisedYoon that
theU.S.would strengthen the
level of extendeddeterrence for
theSouth.Thenewextended
deterrencemeans theperiodical
deployment of anuclear-armed
submarine inSouthKorea and
commitsWashington to consult
Seoul regarding theuseof nuclear
weapons.
This is a small butmuch-

neededvictory forYoon.
Strengthenedextendeddeter-
rence is a slightly improved
versionof conventional extended
deterrence, but it is not enough to
extinguishmanySouthKoreans’
anxiety overpotential nuclear
attacks fromtheNorth.
The summit allowedBiden

tobolsternational interests
inAmerica, EasternEurope
andEastAsia. Biden received
unequivocally strong support
fromYoon.Forhis part,Yoon
seemed to forget his duty tofind
away to safeguardSouthKorea’s
interests. In the eyes of ordinary
SouthKoreans,Yoonappeared to
act likeBiden’s lapdog.
Biden’sachievementscorre-

spondtoYoon’s failures.Back
home,Yoonfacesprotestsoverhis
submissiveandsubservientdiplo-
macyandundemocraticdecisions.
Inanticipationofgrowingdomes-
ticopposition,Yoonhasprepared
to imposemorerepressive
measures:gettingpoliceofficers
andprosecutorsreadytocontrol
dissentersandcriticalmedia,and
orderingtheKoreanCIAand
theDefenseCounterintelligence
Commandtoconductaphysical
searchorwiretaponSouthKorean
citizenssecretly.
If protests arise,Yoonwill

likely suppress voicesof dissent
bypainting themas anti-Amer-
icanorNorthKorean sympa-
thizers, harmingSouthKorean
democracy.
Yoon, ifhe interpretsBiden’s

diplomacyaspersonalgoodwill,
maybeemboldenedtopursue
undemocraticmeasures toconsol-
idatehispower,whichwillhave
direconsequences forthefutureof
SouthKoreandemocracy.
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Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, center, welcomes South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol on Thursday at the Pentagon. AP
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